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Deceased and Distressed Dolphins Reported in St. Bernard 
Parish and Vicinity 

(June 2019)	
	
St. Bernard Parish Government (SBPG) discovered two (2) deceased 
dolphins on April 10, 2019. The parish subsequently issued a press release 
and began using social media to encourage boaters to report any 
deceased or distressed dolphins in the area. A total of 26 deceased and 
four (4) distressed dolphins were reported in April (please refer to the April 
2019 report). The June 2019 report serves as an update on all deceased 
and distressed dolphins reported in St. Bernard Parish and vicinity from 
May 1, 2019 through June 21, 2019. An additional eleven (11) deceased 
and two (2) distressed dolphins are identified in the June report, bringing 
the total number of reported deceased dolphins to 37 and distressed 
dolphins to six (6).    
	
SBPG has remained in close communication with the Louisiana 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA, US Department of Commerce), and 
other relevant stakeholders for the duration of the event. Preliminary 
feedback from LDWF suggested that area dolphins might be suffering 
from freshwater lesions, which are often fatal for marine mammals. On 
April 30, 2019, NOAA officials contacted SBPG regarding the situation and 
advised parish officials on the process for reporting deceased and 
distressed dolphins to the federal government.     
	
SBPG immediately issued a press release and began using social media to 
inform the public of the federal reporting process. All reports of deceased 
and distressed dolphins have since been redirected to NOAA, although 
SBPG continues to work closely with the public and its federal and state 
partners to ensure proper reporting and keep stakeholders informed. 
 
On May 10th, NOAA officials met with SBPG to discuss the event. SBPG 
subsequently declared an emergency in anticipation of the second 
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opening of the Bonnet Carre’ Spillway, which was projected to 
dramatically increase the exposure of local dolphins to freshwater. The full 
text of the emergency declaration is included below.  
 

 
 
The Bonnet Carre’ Spillway was opened for a second time on May 10th. 
NOAA officially declared an unusual mortality event for the bottlenose 
dolphin in the northern Gulf of Mexico on June 14th.  SBPG has since 
continued working closely with its federal and state partners to monitor 
the situation.  
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Table 1: Deceased and Distressed Dolphins Reported in St. Bernard Parish and 
Vicinity, April 10, 2019 through June 21, 2019 
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Map 1: Deceased and Distressed Dolphins Reported in St. Bernard Parish and 
Vicinity, April 10, 2019 through June 21, 2019 

	

	
 
 
 

Image 1: Deceased Dolphin (A) Discovered in St. Bernard Parish on April 10, 2019  
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Image 2: Deceased Dolphin (B) Discovered in St. Bernard Parish on April 10, 2019 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Image 3: Deceased Dolphin (C) Discovered in St. Bernard Parish on April 11, 2019 
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Image 4: Deceased Dolphin (T) Discovered in St. Bernard Parish on April 26, 2019 
 

 
 
 

Image 5: Deceased Dolphin (W) Discovered in St. Bernard Parish on April 28, 2019 
 

 
 


