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Deceased and Distressed Dolphins Reported in St. Bernard
Parish and Vicinity
(June 2019)

St. Bernard Parish Government (SBPG) discovered two (2) deceased
dolphins on April 10, 2019. The parish subsequently issued a press release
and began using social media to encourage boaters to report any
deceased or distressed dolphins in the area. A total of 26 deceased and
four (4) distressed dolphins were reported in April (please refer to the April
2019 report). The June 2019 report serves as an update on all deceased
and distressed dolphins reported in St. Bernard Parish and vicinity from
May 1, 2019 through June 21, 2019. An additional eleven (11) deceased
and two (2) distressed dolphins are identified in the June report, bringing
the total number of reported deceased dolphins to 37 and distressed
dolphins to six (6).

SBPG has remained in close communication with the Louisiana
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA, US Department of Commerce), and
other relevant stakeholders for the duration of the event. Preliminary
feedback from LDWF suggested that area dolphins might be suffering
from freshwater lesions, which are often fatal for marine mammails. On
April 30, 2019, NOAA officials contacted SBPG regarding the situation and
advised parish officials on the process for reporting deceased and
distressed dolphins to the federal government.

SBPG immediately issued a press release and began using social media to
inform the public of the federal reporting process. All reports of deceased
and distressed dolphins have since been redirected to NOAA, although
SBPG continues to work closely with the public and its federal and state
partners to ensure proper reporting and keep stakeholders informed.

On May 10th, NOAA officials met with SBPG to discuss the event. SBPG
subsequently declared an emergency in anticipation of the second



opening of the Bonnet Carre’ Spillway, which was projected to
dramatically increase the exposure of local dolphins to freshwater. The full
text of the emergency declaration is included below.

EXECUTIVE ORDER
ST. BERNARD PARISH

WHEREAS, St. Bernard Parish and its citizens have suffered tremendously as a result of catastrophic
coastal land loss and environmental degradation over the past century, and is currently being threatened
with the exacerbation of coastal land loss and environmental degradation resulting from the ongoing and
unprecedented influx of fireshwater into St. Bernard Parish’s waterways and estuaries, which will
adversely impact the viability of the Parish's economically and culturally significant commercial and
recreational industries as well as the health, safety, welfare, and resilience of its citizens; and

WHEREAS, St. Bernard Parish has already observed significant damage to its valuable fish, oyster,
shellfish, aquaculture crops and wildlife production, including unexplained death and disease among the
local dolphin population and undetermined damage to other species since the Bonnet Carre Spillway was
initially opened months ago; and

WHEREAS, St. Bernard Parish now faces the prospect of the Bonnet Carre Spillway being opened for an
unprecedented second time in a matter of months, likely causing a drastic increase in the ongoing influx
of freshwater into the Parish’s estuaries and waterways, and

WHEREAS, St. Bernard recognizes the importance of flood control measures, including the opening of
the Bonnet Carre Spillway, taken as a result of the present state of the Mississippi River; and

WHEREAS, the very definite threats of irreparable environmental harm and loss of property, and related

threats to the health, safety, welfare, and resilience of the citizens of St. Bernard Parish are now
imminent, and

WHEREAS, such emergency action must be taken now.

WHEREAS, I, GUY McINNIS, President of St. Bernard Parish and Chief Executive Officer, by the
authority vested in me by the St. Bernard Parish Home Rule Charter and the Louisiana Homeland
Assistance and Disaster Act, LA-R.S. 29:721 et seq., do hereby proclaim;

A STATE OF EMERGENCY 1o exist within St. Bernard Parish and all the Emergency Preparedness
Plans and all Emergency Operations Plans be activated.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all provisions of the Louisiana Homeland Security and Emergency
Assistance and Disaster Act of 1993 as Amended by Acts 2003 are hereby invoked, effective immediately.

Issued on this 10thday of May, 2019 and is effective at time of ijsmmce. A /Q_/

Guy Mciynis, President
St. Bernard Parish

The Bonnet Carre’ Spillway was opened for a second time on May 10,
NOAA officially declared an unusual mortality event for the bottlenose
dolphin in the northern Gulf of Mexico on June 14, SBPG has since
contfinued working closely with its federal and state partners to monitor
the situation.



Table 1: Deceased and Distressed Dolphins Reported in St. Bernard Parish and

Vicinity, April 10, 2019 through June 21, 2019

Decexsed and Distressed Dolphing

5t Bermand Parish and vicinity
&z of lune 21, 2019

D/ Description Date Location #Dead #Distressed Motes

|[a] Dpcoenpaded, red, floating A0-apr Lake of Two Treas | o dantified by LEPS
|5 Decompased, red, floating tovapr | Speil canal @ MRGO 1 0 entified by 58PG
|[:|-b-mmpuud,mrh:|.iu‘ 13-dpr Lang Laks @ 4 Horse i o idangifiad by Kim Sarigne
lid] Deceased 11-apr | 5w Shere, Lake Robin | 1 o sdentified by Ted De Aganc
%] Decaasad 13-apr | 5w Shors, Laks Bobin P ) wdentilied by Ted De Aganc
() Decensed 11-2pr Petain Lagoon 1 o Idertified by Cabvin Duvalle
i) Cacaazed 11.apr Lake Campo L 1) idanaified by seff Gallet
k] Decepsed 11-ap¢ Deum Ray 1 ) identified by beff Gallet
[ii) Decaased 11.apr MRGO & Campa's P 1) sdentified by Robn Pat
|1) Deceased 13-apr | MRGO @ e of rocks i ] e foeed bry Lsle Schneider
[1v) Decaased 13apr | Laloutre @ Staricdge | 1 1) identried by Bobtry Lovel
|1 Live with deterioraed siin 13-apr MRGO & Campa's ) 3 Idemified by Robbis Campo
[im) Daceazed 12apr | Crocked Bayou @ 4 Horse| 4 ) sdenbdied by Brm Croes
|in) Deceased 18-ap¢ Bay Shallow 1 ] sdentified by Brin Ordés
||_1:IF Live with detericrated skin A3-&pr Morgan Harbor o 1 identified by Johnny Schresider
[ip] Deceased 2a-ar Bay Bosdiedus i ) Idemifed by B) Mcintyre
liq) Deceased 24-4pr Petain Lagnon 1 0 identified by Meil Simmons
|ir) Deceasea 2d-agr Lake Bargre L o Icterviifend by Sack Branch
iz Deceazed 26200 Lake john L ) Idertified by Charie Themazson)
i) Eaceased 25 apr B Bay P & idantified by Randy Blanchard
fu] Decepsed 28-200 MRGD @ rock dam 1 ] Identified by Kim Satigne
i) Bacaased 26-apr |  Banwenus @ Borgne P ) idanaifisd By will Bordedon
W) Deceased 25-4pr Lake Callsbasse 1 o identified by Britt Drdes
fx) Deceaced Im.apr Lake Borgne ! B dentified by Kevin Clemant
i) Decensed 23-apr Bay Elgi 1 ] identified by Tony Puglia
iz) Deceased 22.apr Lake Machais L 1) icde nsifaed by Shawm Bodden
4] Deteasad 29-ap¢ Deer isdand Bayau 1 ) identified by Seott Delacruz
ab] Deceased 2apr | catPass @ Lake Fortuna | 1 ) identfied by Dylan Bailey
(@ | DeCeaded B-bidy | MAdJambigues PTFOMUNG (] o I ilngd Bry Charls Themaiisen
fad] Deceased Bbitay Cirum By 1 ) idenaifued by Charie Thomasson)
[#%] Degeaied Ty ERCCO0A e Fonung (] o dantified by M8PG
[af) Deceased TRy Lake Coguile 1 o dentified by 5BPG
[i,:l Deceaned Ty Canbey Cave i o Idastified by Frank Pranik
ah] Deceazed 16-May | Lk Borgne/Bayou Thomas | 1 0 IdentiSied by PI Mcintyre

| Decaased 17y Bay Elcd L b icbesrtified by Bichard Stevans
{3j) Deceazed 17442y | Lakes of Bayoubarcon | 4 ) idertified by Brocke Augurtive
|(a) pecuased oMy MBSO/ Spail Canal L o sduntfiad by Tim Lrsin
||,ﬂ] Livee: with deterorated shin I2-Way | Twn Pipe./d Horse Lake o 2 identrfied by SBPG
|[aem) Daceased Beay | Lake Calabas/DrumBsy | 4 1) idaatifisd by Nacky Alphonss
lian) Decsased 20-1un | Lk of 2 Tresy/shatiow Bay | 1 0 identified by LOWY
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Map 1: Deceased and Distressed Dolphins Reported in St. Bernard Parish and
Vicinity, April 10, 2019 through June 21, 2019
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Image 1: Deceased Dolphin (A) Discovered in St. Bernard Parish on April 10, 2019




Image 2: Deceased Dolphin (B) Discovered in St. Bernard Parish on April 10, 2019

Image 3: Deceased Dolphin (C) Discovered in St. Bernard Parish on April 11, 2019




Image 4: Deceased Dolphin (T) Discovered in St. Bernard Parish on April 26, 2019

Image 5: Deceased Dolphin (W) Discovered in St. Bernard Parish on April 28, 2019




